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Statement about the 2007 Nobel Peace Prize 
 
The	  IPCC	  was	  awarded	  the	  Nobel	  Peace	  Prize	   in	  2007	  for	   its	  work	  on	  climate	  change,	  together	  
with	  former	  US	  Vice-‐President	  Al	  Gore.	  
	  
In	  its	  citation,	  the	  Norwegian	  Nobel	  Committee	  said	  that	  the	  IPCC	  and	  Mr	  Gore	  shared	  the	  prize	  
"for	   their	   efforts	   to	   build	   up	   and	   disseminate	   greater	   knowledge	   about	   man-‐made	   climate	  
change,	  and	  to	  lay	  the	  foundations	  for	  the	  measures	  that	  are	  needed	  to	  counteract	  such	  change".	  
In	  its	  announcement	  the	  Norwegian	  Nobel	  Committee	  stated	  that	  through	  the	  scientific	  reports	  it	  
had	  issued	  over	  the	  past	  two	  decades,	  the	  IPCC	  had	  created	  an	  ever-‐broader	  informed	  consensus	  
about	   the	   connection	   between	   human	   activities	   and	   global	   warming,	   and	   that	   thousands	   of	  
scientists	   and	   officials	   from	   over	   one	   hundred	   countries	   had	   collaborated	   to	   achieve	   greater	  
certainty	  as	  to	  the	  scale	  of	  the	  warming.	  	  
	  
The	  prize	  was	  awarded	  at	  the	  end	  of	  the	  year	  that	  saw	  the	  IPCC	  bring	  out	  its	  Fourth	  Assessment	  
Report	  (AR4).	  	  
	  
The	  prize	  was	  awarded	  to	  the	  IPCC	  as	  an	  organization,	  and	  not	  to	  any	  individual	  associated	  with	  
the	   IPCC.	   Thus	   it	   is	   incorrect	   to	   refer	   to	   any	   IPCC	   official,	   or	   scientist	   who	   worked	   on	   IPCC	  
reports,	   as	   a	  Nobel	   laureate	  or	  Nobel	  Prize	  winner.	   It	  would	  be	   correct	   to	  describe	   a	   scientist	  
who	  was	  involved	  with	  AR4	  or	  earlier	  IPCC	  reports	  in	  this	  way:	  “X	  contributed	  to	  the	  reports	  of	  
the	  IPCC,	  which	  was	  awarded	  the	  Nobel	  Peace	  Prize	  in	  2007.”	  
	  
The	  IPCC	  leadership	  agreed	  to	  present	  personalized	  certificates	  “for	  contributing	  to	  the	  award	  of	  
the	  Nobel	  Peace	  Prize	  for	  2007	  to	  the	  IPCC”	  to	  scientists	  that	  had	  contributed	  substantially	  to	  the	  
preparation	   of	   IPCC	   reports.	   Such	   certificates,	   which	   feature	   a	   copy	   of	   the	   Nobel	   Peace	   Prize	  
diploma,	  were	  sent	  to	  coordinating	  lead	  authors,	  lead	  authors,	  review	  editors,	  Bureau	  members,	  
staff	  of	  the	  technical	  support	  units	  and	  staff	  of	  the	  secretariat	  from	  the	  IPCC’s	  inception	  in	  1988	  
until	   the	   award	   of	   the	   prize	   in	   2007.	   The	   IPCC	   has	   not	   sent	   such	   certificates	   to	   contributing	  
authors,	  expert	  reviewers	  and	  focal	  points.	  
	  
	  
For	  more	  information	  contact:	  
	  
IPCC	  Press	  Office,	  Email:	  ipcc-‐media@wmo.int	  
Jonathan	  Lynn,	  +	  41	  22	  730	  8066	  or	  Werani	  Zabula,	  +	  41	  22	  730	  8120	  

Follow	  the	  IPCC	  on	   	  Facebook	  and	   Twitter	  	  	  	  	  
	  
	  
	  

www.ipcc.ch/pdf/nobel/Nobel_certificate_sample.pdf
http://nobelpeaceprize.org/en_GB/laureates/laureates-2007/announce-2007/
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Note	  to	  editors	  
	  
The	   role	   of	   coordinating	   lead	   authors,	   lead	   authors,	   review	   editors,	   contributing	   authors,	   expert	  
reviewers	  and	  focal	  points	  is	  described	  in	  the	  IPCC’s	  Principles	  and	  Procedures,	  which	  can	  be	  found	  
on	   the	   website	   www.ipcc.ch	   .	   The	   terms	   of	   reference	   of	   the	   Bureau	   and	   the	   functions	   of	   the	  
secretariat	  and	  technical	  support	  units	  can	  also	  be	  found	  there.	  
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